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In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, andlistings, of claims in the applrcStion: 

Claim I: (Currently Amended): A method for providing an interconnection relationship 
between a product that has disposed thereon a machine readable product code on the product, and a 
desired location on a global commumcations network, the machine readable product code having 
encoded product code information contained therein M< < .thep^TO"gg ""^ "^'"''^S to tl>edesired 
l^>^, f>rion on the network, the product code information having no routing information embedded 
therein which would allow the product code information, in and of ilself, to cause routing to the 
desired location over any path oh the network, comprising the steps of: 

reading the machine readable code at a user location on the network; 
in response to the st^ of reading tiie machine readableproduct code, and witJiOut user 
iO intervention of a user at the user location on the network, extracting the product code infohnation 
from ttie machine readable product code; 

assembling a message packet containing the product code information; 
transmitting the message packet to an intermediate node on the network, having 
associated therewith a database which has stored therein relationships between the product code 
i 5 infonnation and routing information for at least one desired location on the network; 

in accordance with the stored relationsbips in the database, converting the received 
product code infonnation to routing information over the network to the at least ofte desired 
location associated therewith in the dalabasei which routing infonnation, associated with an 
I instnictional code, is returned to the user location and defmes the manner by which a user or a 

ko computer at a user location wherein the machine readable code was read can communicate with the 

at least one desired location via an interconnection therewith; 
t receiving at the user location from the intermediate node on the network the j-outing 

information and associated instructional code that instructs the user node to connect to the at least one 
desired location on the network; and 
•I25 connecting the user location to the at least one desired location in accordance with the 
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received instructional code and associated routing information such that connection to the at least one 
desired location is controlled by the intermediate node through the instructional code, wherein all 
connections to desired locations are controlled only by the intennediate node and not by any actions 
at the user location other than the operation of reading, and wherein actions at the user location do 
not prevent connection or affect connection to the desired location. 

Claim 2: (Original): The method of Claim I, wherein the product code comprises a UPC. 
Claim 3: (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the product code comprises an ISBN. 
Claim 4: (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the product code comprises ah EAN. 

Claim 5; (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 1, wherein the routing information 
comprises a universal resource locator (URL) ihal comprises a unique locator on the network to the 
at least one desired location. 

Claim 6: (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of converting 
comprises: 

providing the databaise having stored therein an associative table which relates a 
plurality of product code infomiation with associated desired locations on the network, each of the 
product code information having routing infomiation to that associated desired location associated 
therewith; and 

comparing the cxttiicted product code information with the associative table in the 
database to determine the routing informatioti to the at least one desired location. 

Claim?: (Canceled), 

Claim 8: (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of reading 
comprises scanning of the machine readable code with a bar code scanner and wherein the machme 
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readable code comprises a bar code. 

Claim 9: (Previously PrfeseMed) The metbod of Claim 1, wherein the step of extracting 
comprises the step of decoding the machine readable code to extract the product code information 
therefrom. 

Claim 10: (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 9, wherein the machine readable 
I product code comprises a bar code having thepraduct code information encoded therein in a plurality 

of lines of varying width, each associated with machine readable codes, and the step of decoding is 
i operable to extract the machine readable code firoin the hnes during the step of reading, which step 

si of reading comprises scanning the bar code with an optical bar code scanner. 

Claim 1 i : (Previously Presented) Themethod of Claim 1 , wherein the step of assembling the 
message packet comprises forming a daU transmission that is comprised of a first field having 
associated therewith source infomiation as to the location on the network of the user locittion, as 
second fieldhaving associated therewith destination information as to the location of the intemiediate 
i node on the network and a third and data field having associated therewith the product code 

information. 

Claim 12: (Cunently Amended): A method for providing an interconnection relationship 
between a product that has disposed thereon a machine readable product code on the product, and a 
target location on a global communications network, the machine readable product code having 
encodedproduct code information contained therein, the product code information having no routing 
:j 5 information embedded therein and the oumo s e t hereof not routinft to the tfirpet 19mm 6n the 
network which would allow the product code information, in and of itself; to cause routing to the 
i target location over any path on the network^ tomprising the steps of: 

reading the machine readable code at a user location on the network; 
inresponsc to the step cfreading the machine readable product code, and without user 
k 0 intervention of a user at the user location on the network, extracting the product code information 
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fiom the machine readable product code; 

asMmbling a meissage packet containing the.pfdduct code i^^ 
transmitting themessagepackefto ah intermediate node on theneiwork in accordance 
with intermediate node routing information at the User location on the network; 

the intermediate node having associated therewith a database which has stored therein 
relauonships between the product code information and target routing information for at least one 

target location on the network; 

comparing the received product code information with the stored relationships in the 
database and, if there is a match, selecting the target routing information from the database associated 
io witii the matching relationship, which target routing information is then associated with an 
instructional code and returned to the user location, which instrucUonal code defines the manner by 
which a user or a computer at a user location wherein the machine readable code was read will 
communicate with the at least one tairget location via an interconnection therewith; 

receiving at the user location fiom the intermediate node on the network the target 
1 5 routing mfbtmation and associated instructional code that instructs the user node to connect to the 
at least one target location on the network; and 

connecting the user location to the at least one target location in accordance wiQi the 
received instructional code and associated target routing infonnation such that connection to ihe at 
least one target location is controlled by the iiitermediate node through the instruction^ code. 
Io wherein all connections to target locations are controlled only by the intermediate node and not by 
any actions at the user location other than the optiration of reading, and wherein actions it the user 
i location do not prevent connection or affect conniection to the target location. 

Claim 13: (Currently Amended): A method for providing an interconnection relationship 
] between a product that has disposed thereon a machine readable product code on the product, and a 

target location on a global communications network, the machine readable product code having 
encodedproductcodeinformatibn contained therein, the product code information having no routing 
I 5 information embedded herein and the purp o ae: thereof not routine to thg t^rpet location pn the 
network which would allow the product code ittformation, in and of itself; to cause routing to the 
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target location over any path on the network, comprising the steps of: 

reading the machine readable code at a user location on the network; 
in response to theitep of readingthe machine readable product code, and without user 
intervention of a user at the user location on the network, e^cting the product code information 
from tiie tnachine readable product code; 

assembling a message packet containing the product code information; 
transmitting the messagepacket to an intermediate node on the network in accordance 
with intermediate node routing information at the user location on the network, which mtermediate 
node has associated therewith a database which has stored therein relationships between the product 
jo code infonnation and target routing information for at least one target location on the network; 

which intermediate node is opefableto compare the received product code information 
with the stored relationships in the database and, if tliere is a match, select the target routing 
infonnation from the database associated with the maiclung relationship, which target routing 
information is then associated with an insu^uctional code and returned to the user location, which 
instructional code defines the manner by which a user or a computer at a user location wherein the 
machine readable code was read will communicate with the at least one target location via an 
interconnection therewith; 

receiving at the us^ location from the intermediate node on the network the target 
routing information and associated instructional code that instructs the user node to connect to the 
20 at least one target location on the network; and 

connecting the user location to the at least one target location in accordance with the 
received instructional code and: assodiated target routing infonnation such that connecticHn to the at 
least one target location is eontroHed by the intermediate node through the instructional, code, 
wherein all connections to target locations are cohtrdlled only by the intennediate node and hot by 
ks any actions at the user location other than the operation of reading, and wherein actions at the user 
location do not prevent connection or affect connection to the target location. 

Claim 14: (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 13, wherein the step of aissembling 
the message packet comprises forming a data transmission that is comprised of a first field having 
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associated therewith source information as to the locaiion on the network of the user locaiion, as 
second field having associated therewith intermediate node routing information as to the location of 
the intermediate node on the network and a third and data field having associated therewith the 
product code information. 

Claim 15: (Previously f^resented): The method of Claim 13, wherein the step of reading 
comprises scamiing of the machine readable code with a bar code scanner and wherein the machine 
readable code comprises a bar code. 

Claim 16: (Previously Presented) Themethod of Claim 13, wherein the step of extracting 
comprises the step of decoding the machine readable code to extract the product code information 
therefi-om. 

Claim 17: (Previously Presented) The method of Qaim 16, wherein the machine readable 
product code comprises a bar code having the product code information encoded therein in aplurality 
of lines of varying width, each associated with machine readable code$, and the step of decoding is 
operable to extract the machine readable code from ttie lines during the step of reading, which step 
of reading compristcs scaiming the bar code with an optical bar code scanner. 
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